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lordfhip can have no claim en the fympathy of man-
kind, cr the finil& of heaven. )

Withing you an agrecable voyage to your native
country, and as pleafing a reception trom your royal
maiter, as the nature of your miffion will admit, I
beg leave to fubfcribe myfelf, your lordfhip's moft
otedient fervant,

An AMERICAN SOLDIER.
Annapolis, Oftober 30, 1781.

PHILADELPHIA, 0&r17.
Yefterday morning arrived here captain Pierce,

—aid de camp to general Gicene, with the following

difpatches for his Excellency the prefident of con.
greis,

Head-Quarters, Martin's tavern, near Fergupon's

Swamp, South-Carelina, September 11, 1781.

S I R,

IN my difpatch of the 2 5th of Auguit, I inform-
ed your Excellency that we were on our march for
Fryday’s ferry, to form a junction with the ftate
troops, and a body of militia collecting at that
place, with an intention to make an attack upon
the Britith army laying at colonel Thompfon's,
near M¢Cord’s ferry.  Un the z27th, on our arrival
near Fryday's ferry, | got mtelligence that the ene-
r‘)}' were lC“”ﬂs.

We crofled the river at Howell's ferry, and took
poft at Motte's plantation. Here I got intelligence
that the enemy had halted at the Eutaw fprings, a-
bout forty miies below us; and that they had a re-
inforcement, and were making preparations to efta-
blifa 1 perinanent poft there, “To prevent this, I
was determined rather to hazard an aétion, not-
withftanding our numbers were greatly in‘erior to
theirs.  On the sth we began ou march, our bag.
gage and ftores having been ordered to Howeil's
ferry, under a proper guard. We moved by flow
and ealy marches, as well to diiguife our 1eal in-
tention, as to give general Marion an opportunity
to join us, who had vecn detached for the fupp.rt
of colonel Harding, a report of which | tranfinitted
in my letter of the sth, dated at Maybricks-creek.
General Marion joined us on the evering of the
7th at Burdeli’s plantation, feven miles from the
enemy’s camip,

We made the following difpofitions, and marched
at 4 o'ciock the next moruing to attack the enemy.
Our fiont lite was compofed of fcur imall battali-
ons of militia, two ot North and two of south Ca-
tolinians ; one of t! e South Carolinians was under
the immediate comm-nd of genersl Marion, and
was pofted on. the right, who aifo commanded the
front line; the two North-C aroiina battalions, un-
der the command ot colonel Maimady, were pofted
intle center, and the othier South-Carolina bartalion
under the command ot general fickens, was pofted
oa the left, Qur fecond iine confifted of three
fmall briga'es of continental ticops, ene frem
North® Caroiina, one from Virginia, and ore frem’
Maryland,  The No'th-Caiclians were formed
into three battalions under the command of licu-
tenant.colonel Ath, majors Armitrong and Blount,
the whoie commanded by general Sumncr, and
polted upon theright. The Virgirians confitied of
two tattalions commanded by major Snead and
captain Edmonds, and the whele by licutenant-
coionel Campi ell, and pofted in the center. i he
Marylanders ailo confited of two battalions,
commanded by licutenant.colo: el Howard, and
mijor Hardman, and the biigade by coloncl

Williams, deputy acjutant-general to the army,

and were pofted upon the left. Licutenant-cclonel
Lee, with his lgion, euvered our right flank, and
lieutenant colonel Henderfon, with the ftate trcops,
comménded by lieutenant.colcnels Hampton, Mid.
dieton, and Polk, eur left. Lisutenant-colonel
Wathington, with his horfe, and the Delaware
troo;s under captain Kirkwcod, formed a corps
de referve. Two three pounders under captain.
lizutenant Gaines advanced with the front line, and
two fixes under captain Brown with the fecond.
The legion and ftate troops formed our advance,
and were to retire upon the flanks upon the enem:’s
forming. In this order we moved on to the attack,
the legion and fate troops fell in with a party of
the enemy's horfe and foot about four mites from
their camp, who miftaking our people for a party
of militia, charged them brifkly, but weie foon
convinced of their miltake by the reception they
met with ; the infantry ot the ftate troops kept up
a heavy fire, and the legion in fron: under captain
Rudcdph charged them with fixed bayonets, they
flzd on all fides, leaving four or five dead on the
ground, and feveral more wounded, As this was
fuppoled to be the apvance of the B:itith army, our
- front was ordered to form and move on britkly in
line, the legion and flate troops to take their pofi-
tion upon the flanks. All the country is covered
‘with timber from the place the aétion began te the
Eutyw fprings. The firing began again between
two ‘and three miles from the Britith camp. The
militia were cordered to keep advancing as they

fired. The enemy's advanced parties were foon
driven in, anda moft tremendous-fire: began on
both fides fiom right to lett, and the legion and
ftate troops were clofely cngaged. General Ma-
rion, colonel Malmady, and general Pickens, cen-
dalted the troops witn great gallantry and good
conduét, and the militia fought with'a degree of
fpirit and firmnefs that refleéts the higheft bonour
upon this clads of foldiers; but the enemy’s fire
being greatly fuperior to ours, and continuing to
advance, the mlitia began to give ground, the
Morth-Carolina brigade, under general sumner,
was ordered up to theiv fupport. ‘1 hgle were all
new—tevies;—and—bad—been-under—dikipline—little
moie than a menth, notwithRanding which they
tought with a degree of obninacy that would do
honour to the beit of veterans, and I could hardly
teli which to admire moft, the gallantry of the of-
ficers, or the bravery cof the troops. They kept
up a heavy and well dueted fire, and the enemy
returned 1t with equal fpirit, for they really fought
worthy ot a vetter caufe, and great execcution was
done on toth fices. In this ftage of the aétiun the
Virginians, under lieutenant.colouel Campuell, and
the Maryiand troops, uader caolonel Williams, were
led on to a brifk charge with trailed asms, thiough
a heavy cannonade, and a fhower of mufquet balis.
Nothing could exceed the gailantry anu firmnels of
both othcers and foldiers upon this occafion. They
preferved their orcer, and pufhed on with fuch
unfhaken refolution that they bore down all betore
them. 7The cnemy were routed in ail quarters.
Licutenant coionel Lee had with addrels, gailantry,
and good conduct, turned the enemy’s lett tlank,
and was charging them in rear at the tame time
“the Virginia and Maryland troops were charging
them in fiont. | A most va uable officer, i1eutenaat-
coonel Henderfon, got wounded ezriy in the ac-
tion, and lieutenant.colonel Hampt.n, who com.
manded the ttate cavalry, and who fortunately fuc-
cecded licutenant.colonel Hendesfon 1in commaund,
chaiped a party of the enemy and took upwards ot
100 priioners.  Lieutenant-coion:l Wafhington
biought up the corps de relerve upon tue lett,
wheie the enemy feemed difpofed ‘o make further
refitance, and charged them fo bnifkly with the
cavahy «nd capt:in hukwood's tantry, as gave
thzrt 1:0 time torally or torm, Lieutenant-colonels
Foik and Micdicton, who commanded ihe fate 1n-
fantry were no ieis contp.cuous tor their gooa con-
dutt than their intrepidity, and the troops under
tbeir ccmmand gave a fpeuimen of what may be ex-
pected from men naturally brave, when improved
by proper dilcipiine, Capt. lieut. Gaines, who
commanded the three pounders, with the front line,
did great execution, untii his pieces were uifmount-
ed.  We kept ciole at the enemy’s heels atter they
‘roke, until we got into their camp, and a great
numter ot prifoners were continually faliing into
our hands, and tome hundreds of the tugitives ran
Of towerds Ciiatles-town : but a party threw theni-
felves into a iarge three ftory brick hou'e, which
ftands near the fprings, others took poft it a
picquetted garden, wlile others were lodged in an
imperetiable thicket, confitting of a cragged fhrub
caied ablack jack., ‘1hus fecured in tront, and
upen the right by the houfe, and a deep revine up-
on the leit by the picquetted garden, and in the
im; enctiabie thrubs, and the rear alfo being fe
cuted by the fprings and deep hollow ways, the
encnmy tenesed the altion. Every exertion was
made to diflodge them, Licutenant-colonel Wath-
ington made moit afionithing effurts to get through
the thicket to charge the enemy in the rear, but
found it impraticable, had his horfe thot under
hin, ard was wounded and taken pritoner. Four
fix peunders were ordered up before the houfe, two
of ovr own and two of the encmy’s, which they
had abandoned, and they were puthed on fo much
under the command of the fire trom the houfe, and
the paity in the thickets, as rendered it impradti.
cable to oring them oft again when the troops were
ordered to retite.  Never were pieces better ferved,
mcit of the men and officers were eithe: kilied or
wounded.  Wafnington failing in his charge upon
the left, and the legion baffled in an attempt upon
the right, and finding our intantry galied by the
firz of the enemy, and our ammunition moftiy con.
tun:ed, though voth officers and men continued to
exhibit uncommon aéts of heroifm, 1 thought pre-
per to retue ot of the fire of the houfe, and draw
up the troops at a little diftance in the woods, not
thinking it advifeable to puth our advantages fur.
ther, being perfuaded the enemy could not hold
the poit many hours, and that our chance to attack
¢ retreat was better than a fecond at.
tempt to diflodge them, in which, 1f we fucceeded,
it muft e attended with confiderable lofs.

We colletted all our wounded except fuch as
were under the command of the fire of the houte,
and retired to the ground from which we marched
in the morning, there being no water nearer, a-d
the troops ready to taint with the heat, and want

-of refrethment, the attion having continued near

—ot-arms that-were picketr upon the fieid

four hours. Ileft on the ficld of altiqaa )
picquet, and’early in the morning.-detached gene.
ral Marion, and lieutenant-colonel Lee wy the
legion horfe between Eutaw and Charles-town, ¢g
f“"m any reinfarcements fram coming to the pe,
iet of the enemy, and alfo to retard their march
fhould they attempt to retire, and give timg for th
army to tall upon their rear,’and put a finith
firoke to our fuecefles. We Ieft two pieces of ony
artillery in the‘lands of the'enemy, and breaght
off one of theirs. On_the evening of the gth the
enemy_retired, leaving~upwards of o o’
wounded behind themj and not lefs than soco fand
e et and toung
broke and concealed in the Eutaw fprings, |
ftove between z@.2nd ‘30° puncheons of ram, agd
deftroyed a grq'g' ty ot other flores whick they.
had not carriag p‘i‘é‘;xri cff. We purfued them

the moment we got iutelligence at tﬁ:ir retiringe
but they formed a juncion with major M*Arthge
at this place, general Maiion, and Llicutenant. cetq,
nel Lee not having a force {ufficient to prevent it,
But on our approach they retired to the neighhour.
hood of Charles-town.  We have taken 590 Prie
foners, including the wounded the enemyjeft bea
hind ; and I think they cannot have fuffered lefs
tban 6éoo mere in kilied and wounded., ‘I he fugi.
tives that fled from the field of battle fpread fucy
an alarm that the enemy Surnt then ftores at Dor.
cheiter, and abandoned the poft at Fair Lawn, ang
a great number of negroes and others were cuploy.
ed in faliing trees acrofs the road for ‘ome 1nj

withgut the gates of Charles town. Nothing by
the brick houfe, and the peculiar ftrength of the
pofition at Eutaw faved the remains of the Britfy
army trom being all made prifoners. We puriued
tuem as far as this place, but not being abie ts
overtake them we fhall halt a day or twe to refrefhy
and then take our old pofiti. n'on the high hiis of
Saitee. Ithink myfelf principally indebted for the
vi€tory we obtained to the free ute of the bayonet
made by the Virginians and Marylanders, the in.
f.ntry of the legion, and captain Kirkwood's light
infantry, and though few armics ever extibied
equa, bravery with ours in general, yet the condu&
and intrepidity of thefe corps were pecuiiarl, con.
fpicuous, Lieutenant-colenel Camphbell feil as he
was leading his troops to the charge, and though
he fell with diftinguithed marks of honour, yet hig
lots_is much o ve regretted. He was the great
foidier and the firm patriot,

Qur lofs in officers s confiderably more from their
value than their number, for never did either men or
officers offer their blood more willingly in the (:rvice
of their country. I cannot help acknowiecging my
obligations to colonel Williams, for his great a&ie
vity on this and many other occafions in torming
the army, and for his uncommon intrepidity in
leading on the Maryland troops to the charge,
which exceeded any thing [ ever faw, I allo ree
mylelf gieatly indebted to caprans Fierce and ten
dleton, major Hyrne and captain Shubrick, m
‘aids de camp, fer their a&ivity and good condutl
throughout the whole of the attion,

This difpatch will be handed your excellen
by captain Pierce, to whom Ibeg leave to refed
you for turther particulars. I have the honour
be, with great refpet, your excellency's mott obe
dient and moft humble lervant,

NATH. GREENE.

His Excellency the prefident of congrefs.

Return of the continental trosps.

Killed, 1 lieutenant-colonel, 6 captains, 4 fab
alterns, 4 fergeants, g8 rank and file. Wounded
a lieutenant-colonels, 7 captains, 2o fubalterns, 3
fergeants, aog rank and file. Mifling, 1 fergesnt]
33 rank and file. Total 408.

Return of flate troeps axd militia.

Killed, 3 major, 4 fubaiteras, 4 fergeants, 3
rank and file. Wounded, 3 lieutenant.colonels,
captains, s fubaiterns, 8 fergeants, g1 rank an

file Mifling, 8 rank and file, I'otal 146. ]
Totai kilied, wounded and miffing, of continent
and ftate troeps, and militia, g4~ 5
0. H. WILL1AMS, D. A. G,

Publifbed by order of congrefs,
"CHARLES THQM3ON, fecr.

OA. 20. Yeflterday arrived here the fhip Nonlfuch
captain Wells, from Mantes, which fhe left the bg
ginning of Septembuer, when the combined fi-ets g
France and Spain, confitting of forty odd fail g
the line, were at fea, and had perfeét poficiion g
the Britith channel; the fleet of wuich nation weq
in port, not being in a condition to oppofe the
enemies.

The Nonfuch, a few daysago, took and brovg
in with her the Erivatcer General Arnoid, belong
ing to New-York.

®o® Fer more neaws, aduvertifimentsy, &e. fue b
Supplement.
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